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Errorion or TEE HoN. SECRETARY.

Miss M. Mollett, Matron of tne Royal South
Hants and Southampton Hospital, Vice-Presi-
dent of. the Council, and one of its earliest
members, was then unanimously elected to the
position of Hon. Secretary, and in accepting
office said that she was happy and proud to do
so. Of all the Associations to which she be-
longed the Matrons’ Council was the one for
which she had the greatest affection.  IMiss
Mollett further spoke of the appreciation which
she, in common with all the members, felt for
the good work Miss Breay had done for the
Matrons’ Council, and doubted whether she
herself could ever live up to the high standard
of thoroughness, loyalty, and excellence Miss
Breay had ever set before her. All regretted
the necessity for Miss Breay’s resignation,
none more than she did. Miss Mollett con-
cluded by saying that she felt proud to have the
honour of following after Miss Breay .

‘A very cordial vote of thanks to Miss Breay
was then proposed by Miss H. L. Pearse, and
seconded by Mrs. Bedford Fenwick.  Mrs.
Bedford Fenwick said that she felt peculiacly
pleased to second Miss Pearse’s resolution, as
she thought no one else was so well able to ap-
preciate the immense amount of unknown and
unnoticed work Miss Breay had done for the
Council. She touched on the manner in whish
Miss Breay had spent her time ungrudgingly
and without reserve in the service of the nurs-

ing profession, how she had single-handed ac-

complished work which might well have taxed
a large secretarial staff. None knew better
than she .did the steady, unselfish, and loyal
service Miss Breay had done to the cause and
*he Council.

Mrs. Bedford Fenwick’s remarks were
greeted with much applause, and the vote of
thanks to Miss Breay was carried by acclama-

tion.

Other detfails of business having been dis-
cussed, the meeting then terminated.

M. Morrerr, Hon. Seceretary.

MATRONS IN CANADA.

‘At a recent meeting of the Canadian Society
of Superintendents of Training Schools, held
at London, Canada, Miss Tedford gave a most
interesting account of the.International Con-
gress in England, in which she gaid: ‘* We
heard, saw, and felt a great deal.”” Miss Louise
Brent, Miss Scott, and Miss Mackenzie were
appointed a Commission to look into the whole
question of morality in relation to health, as
proposed at the Congress, and to report to the
next meeting to be held at Toronto six months
hence. Miss Louise Brent, Lady Super-
intendent, Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto,
was elected President of the Society.

The Writish sonrnal of Mursing.

Medical Association recommends.
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TRegistration of 1nur§es.

THE PAMPHLET OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE
PROMOTION OF THE REGISTRATION
OF NURSES IN SCOTLAND.

We referved briefly last week to the State-
ment issued by the Associntion for the Promo-
tion of the Registration of Nurses in Scotland.
We propose in this issue to deal with it in
detail.

Way REGISTRATION 18 DESIRED.

The pamphlet states that Registration is de-
sired—"‘ Because, if the public cmploy a re-
gistered nurse, they have a guarantee that they
are obtaining the services of a nume who is
thoroughly equipped for her work.” ,

It entirely misses the point that the mere fach
of registration is not a guarantee of a nurse’s
efficiency. That guarantee is afforded only when
the nurse is required to give evidence, to an
unbiassed authority, of possessing the requisite
practical and theoretical knowledge before ad-
mission to the Register, after a definite period
of training, and not by the registration of hos-
pital certificates. Thus Sir Vietor Horsley,
when addressing the Prime Minister, as repre-
senting the British Medical Association, said:
“°Of the three Bills before us, it is the prin-
ciple involved in Bills 1 and 2 that the British
It is this:
that the qualification, of a nurse should mno
longer be at the mercy of private individuals
and private institutions (lay hospital com-
mittees). The Association feels very strongly
that the time has now come when it is in the
interests of the public, as well as of the medical
profession, as well as of the nurses themselves
that a State guarantee should be given. The
Scotch Bill has no such provision. Tt leaves
the question of guarantee on qualification prac-
tically to the teacher alone. The British Medi-
cal Association feel that that guarantee ought
to be furnished by a statutory counecil, with
the control and proper examination.’ -

Winn RucisTrATION PrOVE CosTLY ?

The pamphlet makes the banal statement:
*“ It is obvious that the machinery of registra-
fion cannot be maintained without some ex-
pense. There must, of necessity, be a registrar
and a staff of clerks. There will also be an
office, The cost of registration per nurse
need not exceed two guineas.”’

In addition to the Registrar, there must also
be a Register, and to publish this Register an-
nually and keep it correct will be costly, as is
proved in the cases of the Medieal Register,
and the Midwives’ Roll. . Tt must further be re-
membered that nurses are a more migratory
section of the community than either the medi-
cal profession or the midwives.



previous page next page



http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME043-1909/page377-volume43-06thnovember1909.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME043-1909/page379-volume43-06thnovember1909.pdf

